
Registration Policy

The below policy outlines the requirements for both teams and players to be registered for any season
organised by the Guernsey American Football Association (“GAFA”).

Team Registration
Team registration only secures a team’s right to be included in league competition, and for the purposes of
scheduling. It does not automatically qualify all team players as registered.

Deadline Date for team registration will be set by the Committee. This date will be approximately 2 months
prior to the intended start of the season, subject to requiring any final confirmations of details.

Those registering teams will have to provide the following:

 Completed Team Registration Form which will be available on the GAFA website.
 Submitting team registration fee at the same time as form, or advising when funds will be received.

Upon receipt of both of the above, the Registration Secretary, or other appointed member of the Committee
will confirm the team’s registration into the upcoming season.

Only one form and fee should be submitted per team.

Once teams are registered, they may be subject to pre-season requirements, such as attending referee
refresher training, scheduling friendlies and officiating friendlies. All such requirements will be detailed when
team registration is opened.

Team failure to register by deadline

Should a team, that has previously expressed interest in entering a competition, fail to complete their
registration by the set deadline, they will be followed up with by the Committee to determine whether
registration is still intended or not. It will be at the Committee’s discretion as to whether a team submitting part
or all of their registration after the deadline will be eligible to compete.

Any team deemed ineligible, and has submitted registration fees, but failed to submit a form will have funds
returned.

Teams that are deemed ineligible will not be scheduled for any competitive games.

Team withdrawing from competition

In the event that a team that has fully registered, but later has to withdraw from competition, prior to the
season starting, may have their registration fee returned, subject to Committee discretion, depending on
whether funds have been spent to accommodate team’s expected participation.

Any players who have registered for a team withdrawing from competition would be eligible to register with a
different team, without having to submit new fees.



Player Registration

Deadline date for player registration will be set by the Committee. This date will be approximately 1-2 week(s)
prior to the intended start of the season, but no later than 48 hours prior to the first game of the season.

Players who register after Week 1 must do so a minimum of 48 hours prior to any game that they play in.
Registrations received within the 48 hour window will only come into effect for the following week.

For the avoidance of doubt, registrations must be received by the Registration Secretary by 10am on Fridays,
for a player to be able to play that Sunday. No game day registrations will be accepted for any game on
the same day.

Those registering will have to provide the following:

 Completed Player Registration Form which will be available on the GAFA website.
 Player registration fee at the same time as form, or advising when all funds will be received in the

event a player is not in a position to pay all fees at once due to personal circumstances.

Upon receipt of both of the above, the Registration Secretary, or other appointed member of the Committee
will confirm the player’s registration into the upcoming season.

Player failure to register by deadline still playing

Any player who has not fully registered who still takes the field on game day is an ineligible player.

Any team that willingly or unwillingly fields an ineligible player will forfeit the result of that game. All points
scored will be forfeit and in the event of this creating a 0-0 score line, the opposing team will be awarded 18
points, which is the default forfeit score.

Player withdrawing from competition

In the event a player, who has fully registered, has to withdraw from competition prior to the season starting,
registration fee may be returned at the Committee’s discretion, provided funds have not been spent on
necessary equipment, in the anticipation of a player competing.

Players swapping teams after registration

Pre-season

Players who have already registered for a team will be eligible to swap teams prior to the start of the season,
provided they have submitted the player transfer form, which is also signed off by both team captains, and
subject to the player not owing any funds to the team they are seeking to transfer from. In the event funds are
owed, the player will not be eligible to transfer until such time as all funds are paid.

During the season

The Committee will set a deadline by which players can transfer teams, during the season, provided they have
submitted the player transfer form, which is also signed off by both team captains, and subject to the player
not owing any funds to the team they are seeking to transfer from. In the event funds are owed, the player will
not be eligible to transfer until such time as all funds are paid.

Any transfer requests received after the set deadline will not be accepted and the player must complete the
season with the team that they are currently registered for, unless exceptional circumstances require
Committee discretion to consider a transfer to occur.

Offseason

Players are free to move teams during the offseason, without the completion of any forms, as registered
commitment only lasts from the point of registration through to the end of the registered season.


